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ON THE BENCH

TRAVEL the world by 
chocolate bar? Don’t 
mind if we do. We’ve 
got to hand it to Willie 
Harcourt-Cooze, the British chocolate maker whose 
single-origin chocolates will be available exclusively 
at Coles from next month, for his multicultural focus. 
Harcourt-Cooze has sourced cacao from Venezuela, 
Indonesia, Peru, Madagascar and Cuba to create dark 
chocolate blocks, exotic flavoured Inclusions bars and 
decadent wrapped Black Pearls. Our favourite?
The Ginger Lime Inclusions bar made from Cuban
cacao. Single-estate bars and Inclusions blocks, 
$3.99; boxes of Black Pearls, $12.99.
More: williescacao.com. 

MICHELLE ROWE

WILLIE’S CACAO 
RANGE, FROM $3.99

ON THE ROAD

ALSO marketed with the much 
more exotic name of Longue Vie 
Pieds, this hydrating foot cream in a 
cherry-red tube from French 
company Guinot is recommended 
for use on toenails as well as soles 
and winter-dry heels. Sweet almond 
oil and shea butter are among the 56 
active cellular ingredients, which 
include 21 amino acids and 17 
vitamins. C’est parfait for your travel beauty kit or to 
enhance a home pedicure. It’s non-greasy, smells light 
and nourishing, and promises to “deodorise and 
sanitise”, so one for the sporty set to consider, too. 
More: 1300 300 954; guinot.com.au. 

SUSAN KUROSAWA

GUINOT REJUVENATING 
FOOT CARE, 125ML, $45

T&I LOVES
THE pivotal period 
of Parisian fashion, 
from 1947-57, is 
being celebrated at 
the historic Palais 
Galliera Musee de 
la Mode in the 16th 
arrondissement 
(coincidentally, one 
of the most 
fashionable 
precincts in the 
French capital) in 
an exhibition that 
includes 100 
garments and 
accessories by the 
era’s top designers. There are Coco Chanel’s 
timeless collarless jackets and straight skirts; 
Christian Dior’s Bonbon day dress with nipped waist 
and cascading pleats; and Pierre Balmain’s Antonia 
evening gown, an embellished fantasy with ribbed 
bustier and hooped skirt, embroidered with silk and 
metal thread and decorated with appliqued chiffon 
roses. Pieces by Cristobal Balenciaga, Jeanne 
Lanvin, the reliably vivid Elsa Schiaparelli, and 
Jacques Fath also take pride of place on 
dressmakers’ dummies in a series of well-lit salons. 
But the fun stuff is on show in the Eastern Gallery 
where the theme is Beach and Sun Dresses. A short 
cotton frock, devised by Hermes in 1952, must have 
been the hit of the Riviera that summer. Dubbed the 
Hermeselle, its lapels, pockets and buttons were 
all printed on the fabric; it was available in cotton 
gabardine, “wild silk” or poplin with a leather or 
sash belt and in myriad bright colours, including 
sunshine-yellow. On holidays, French women were 
emancipated from girdles; ballet flats replaced high 
heels. Enter the 1960s, the advent of pret-a-porter 
and the rise of Yves Saint-Laurent at the House of 
Dior. Until November 2; closed Mondays. More: 
palaisgalliera.paris.fr. 

SUSAN KUROSAWA

DYSON FOLDING 
ELECTRIC BIKE, 
FROM $1390 

THE London cab out front is a clue that this is no ordinary hotel. The vehicle, 
dubbed Baxter the Beagle, has an animal-patterned bonnet and sides, a furry tail, 
fuzzy black nose and, sticking out from beneath its front numberplate, a fat red 
tongue. Jaunty doorman Giuliano tells me it has been decked out to tie in with a 
fundraiser this month for the British Columbia Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals and it’s available to take guests on spins around Vancouver. 
Welcome to Loden Hotel, a 77-room property in this west Canadian city’s Coal 
Harbour precinct. The accommodation picks are the second-floor retreats, each 
opening onto a terrace with a reflection pond, statues of Buddha, waterfall and 
abundant greenery. The yoga mat in the wardrobe, healthy lifestyle magazines, 
carafe of filtered water and selection of fragrant herbal teas are indicators guests 
should chill out — perhaps in the soaking tub, rainfall shower or the detoxifying 
infra-red sauna in the Loden Spa Suite. My stay is too brief to tune into the in-
house yoga TV channel or buzz out to Milross Community Garden in that striped 
cab and check its bee habitat. But breakfast in the Tableau Bar Bistro, just off the 
lobby (pictured), is a sweet treat, complete with spiced buttermilk French toast, 
seasonal fruit and creme anglaise. More: theloden.com. 

SUSAN KUROSAWA

HOME AND AWAY

FLY free to Asia when 
you book a holiday of 
12 days or more with 
APT before March 31; 
included is a 12-day 
Vietnam and 
Cambodia Highlights 
itinerary, now $4395 
a person twin-share. 
(Various departures 
in 2015-16.) More: 
aptouring.com.au.

SOCIALLY conscious 
travellers can donate 
up to 8 per cent of 
their booking to 
community projects 
worldwide at no 
extra cost through 
travelgiver.com; log 
on, choose a booking 
agent and select your 
preferred ethical
initiative.

THE Free WiFi Finder 
app lets you avoid 
costly international 
data roaming charges 
by locating free 
wireless internet 
services closest to you 
in more than 145,000 
locations worldwide. 
Filter by location type, 
such as cafe or library. 
Free from iTunes.

FAMILY friendly 
tours of Melbourne 
are the focus of a new 
tour company with 
little travellers in 
mind. Fuss-free 
itineraries, with 
everything from 
strollers to bottle 
warmers provided, 
include Puffing 
Billy excursions; 
iheartmelbournetours.
com.au.

STAY: Beauty Point Cottages
My favourite of the accommodation choices at this 
tranquil retreat in the village of Beauty Point in 
northeast Tasmania is Bay Cottage. The English 
garden setting makes me feel a little Alice 
in Wonderland and I love the water views; 
beautypointcottages.com.au.

SHOP: Stillwater Mill Providore, Launceston
In this excellent store above Stillwater restaurant on 
the banks of the Tamar in Launceston you can find a 
great range of Tasmanian produce, from marmalades 
and honey to biscuits or olive oils. There’s also an 
interesting art gallery. If you have some time to linger, 
the restaurant has a focused service, interesting dishes 
and breaks the generalisation that dining spots with 
views often don’t try hard. The wine list keeps me up 
to date with developments in Tasmania and always 
has the better new varietals and styles; 
millprovidore.com.au; stillwater.com.au. 

DRINK: Dickens Cider House, Launceston 
Tasmania is known as the Apple Isle and this is the 
place to try the creations of emerging Tasmanian craft 
cider makers. The venue, about to be renamed Red 
Brick Road Cider House, features quirky furniture 
made from recycled apple bins and an apple theme 
throughout its decor. There is a variety of ciders on 
tap, plus assorted Tamar Valley wines by the glass and 
a small snacks menu; redbrickroadcider.com.au.

EAT: The River Cafe, Beauty Point 
The waters of the Tamar set a typically eucalypt-
fringed Australian scene and this riverside dining 
spot is the perfect place to stop for a bite to eat. It 
sources as much of its produce as possible locally 
and service is excellent. Try the fish or one of the 
excellent pizzas, or just stop by for a coffee and a 
cake; facebook.com/therivercafebp.

SNACK: Amelia Espresso, Launceston
This a classic locals’ hang-out and I come here to 
catch up on what is on and who is in town. There’s a 
buzzy atmosphere and great coffee, plus free WiFi; 
ameliaespresso.com.au.

ESCAPE: Notley Fern Gorge
I love exploring the wild and ancient tree ferns of the 
gorge, especially after rain — real Tasmanian 
splendour. The opportunity to do a bit of exercise
in the fresh air is also a great counterpoint to 
all the wine tasting and eating in town; 
touringtasmania.info.

Master of Wine recipient Rob Geddes is the author of 
Australian Wine Vintages, 32nd edition ($34.95). 
More: thegoldbook.com.au.

THE INSIDERS TAMAR VALLEY

LOVE the idea of a 
cycling holiday but 
daunted by the prospect 
of all that pedalling? 
Dyson Bikes has a range 
of folding electric 
bicycles that will let you 
enjoy an active escape 
without the effort. The 
26-inch and 20-inch 
models fold to fit into a 
car boot and once 
charged can travel 20-
40km. Twelve-month 
warranty included. 
More: 
dysonbikes.com.au. 

SHARON FOWLER

ACCESSORY

SNAP
DECISIONS

IT was berry season in Salzburg, the Austrian city of music of all 
kinds, from Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s finest to the Von 
Trapp family’s corniest. While fellow tourists stocked up on 
Mozartkugel chocolate balls — all with a cameo of the maestro 
on the foil wrapping; some sold in red boxes shaped like violins 
— I wandered the stalls set up for the weekly Schrannenmarkt, 
opposite Schloss Mirabell, in search of healthier fare.

Like the residents of their neighbouring countries, the 
Austrians celebrate seasonal produce with great gusto, especially
summer fruit, and all but worship white asparagus, which is only 
available in May and June. It was disappearing so rapidly from 
that Thursday’s cloth-covered wooden stands that I barely had a 
chance to register the sight of plump white stalks, trussed up in 
string-bound clusters, on sale for around €7 ($10) a bunch.

The berries were jammed into blue plastic punnets and 

segregated in rows — raspberries, blueberries, rowanberries and 
large and surprisingly flat strawberries, many shaped like such 
perfect hearts they could have been grown in moulds. The good 
housewives of Salzburg, as rounded as hens, circled the stands, 
comparing prices, leaning forward at near-90-degree angles to 
inhale the fruity goodness. Stall-keepers provided samples on 
toothpicks to these formidable customers. Peck, peck.

A few stalls further along and the air was fragrant with the 
smells of just-baked pastries — yeasty concoctions of apple and 
poppy seed, just begging for the rich addition of swirls of cream.

I kept walking and then the chap at the Salzburger Brezen 
Reisinger cart offered me a salt-crusted pretzel the size of an 
accordion. The cost? Mine for a song — or €3. How to resist the 
temptations of Salzburg? Don’t ask me.

Follow on Instagram: susankurosawa

Seasonal goodness of Salzburg for a song
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